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Curricular Guiding Concepts
• Vulnerable populations
• Health disparities
• Social determinants of health
• Primary care

Graphic Organizers

• Used > 25 years in nursing education.
• Commonly used in clinical to connect related 

groupings of data and nursing diagnoses.
• Commonly used to link clinical to didactic 

courses.
• Purpose - establishing the required concepts 

and linking to clinical application.
• Teaching with the graphic organizer supports 

learning the connections between concepts.
• Using the graphic organizer multiple times in 

the learning environment aids learning the 
essential elements that pertain to each 
concept.

• Complex concepts and topics are clearer and 
more understandable to the learner.

(Daily, Morgan, & Brennan, 2015; Green & Dillard, 
2021; William & Mary TTA, 2015)

Semester Emphases
Semester 1
• Primary & secondary prevention
• Community based clinical across the 

lifespan
Semester 2
• Secondary & tertiary prevention
• Community based clinical, emphasis 

older adults
Semester 3 & 4
• Acute care clinical emphasis
• Primary care clinical integration
• Vulnerable populations
Semester 5
• Comprehensive community health
• Clinical immersion

2nd Semester Course:
Aging Chronicity and Care Coordination

• Non-acute care focused
• Care of older adults
• Care of individuals with chronic 

conditions across the lifespan
• RN role in self-management support

Connection to the AACN Essentials Sphere of Care:
Chronic Disease Care
A Conceptual Model

Key Elements in Non-acute 
Chronic Disease Care for RN

Observations

• Performance in assignments and clinical 
judgment focused interactive learning 
activities suggest increased competence in 
applying the components of chronic 
condition care and self-management 
support.

• Exam items that focus on distinguishing and 
applying this learning suggest improvement 
based on item analysis.

• Student course end written reflections 
indicate increased competence. 

• Teaching these complex interconnected 
chronic care components is more fluid and 
learner-centered.

• Using the graphic organizer for each chronic 
condition addressed in the course supports 
application of principles of nursing care in 
chronic disease care and self-management 
support.
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